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DEBBIE HENDERSON — ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.18 am]: I rise to acknowledge the important 
work of Debbie Henderson, chief executive officer of the Family Inclusion Network of Western Australia. Debbie 
has recently announced her resignation from the organisation. Debbie is a qualified social worker who has worked 
in various aspects of the community services sector for many years, and particularly with vulnerable families in the 
child protection system. After graduating in 2007, Debbie worked in community development with Anglicare WA, 
where she began working with parents whose children had been placed in out-of-home care. Anglicare WA was 
the initial umbrella organisation for what became known as the Family Inclusion Network of WA—FinWA. When 
FinWA received funding in 2008 to establish a service to provide advocacy and support to parents and families 
who become involved in the child protection system, Debbie was appointed the inaugural chief executive officer. 
Debbie has been a board member of the Society of Professional Social Workers in Western Australia and the 
Child and Family Alliance WA. 
FinWA works to empower parents and families whose children are involved with the child protection system 
and advocates for the vital role they play in their children’s lives. Debbie has been instrumental in developing 
and sustaining FinWA into a viable and effective organisation. As the Minister for Child Protection, I want to 
acknowledge the hard work of people like Debbie who support parents and families to feel heard and strive towards 
children being able to safely live at home. I want to thank Debbie for her commitment to promoting the rights 
of parents, family and community involved in the child protection system, and I wish her all the best for her 
next challenge. 
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